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followed the demand by a declaration of war. Omar
Pasha crossed the Danube at Vidin, and it looked
as if the theatre of the war would, as so often before,
be the unhappy principalities. Moving eastward to
Oltenitza, a small place on the Roumanian bank 01
the river about forty miles from Bucharest, he repulsed
the Russians in a three days' battle, and then retired
across the river into Bulgaria. In the following
spring the Russians in vain attempted the capture
of Silistria and received another blow in Wallachia
near Kalafat But the intervention of the Western
Powers in February 1854, and the threatening
attitude of Austria compelled Nicholas to remove
his forces. France and England insisted upon the
evacuation of the Danubian states; Austria massed
troops on the Transylvanian frontier and held her-
self in readiness to enforce the British and French
ultimatum. The attacks of the allies upon the
Crimea made it imperative upon the Czar to de-
fend that part of his dominions, and in July, after
another defeat at Giurgevo, his army marched out
of the principalities. The two Powers at once re-
turned, and an Austrian army with them. For
more than two years these new protectors remained
in the country in accordance with an arrangement
made with the Porte. The Roumanians had good
reason for desiring to be defended from their
defenders.

The remaining operations of the war were con-
ducted outside the principalities; but they reaped
full benefit from the victories of the allies when the
Treaty of Paris was signed in 1856. The southern